This study guide is from The Executable Outlines Series, a collection of sermon outlines and Bible study lessons by Mark A. Copeland . Visit the EO web site (exeout.com) to browse and download the material for church or personal use.
THE BOOK OF JOB Introduction To The Book
The Book of Job has long been praised as a masterpiece of literature. Consider these quotes:
"Tomorrow, if all literature was to be destroyed and it was left to me to retain one work only, I should save Job." (Victor Hugo) "…the greatest poem, whether of ancient or modern literature." (Tennyson) "The Book of Job taken as a mere work of literary genius, is one of the most wonderful productions of any age or of any language." (Daniel Webster)
What is it about the book that prompts such praise? Most Christians I know don't feel that way about the Book of Job. Perhaps it is because many tend to neglect the Old Testament altogether. Yet Paul wrote of the value of the Old Testament scriptures:
For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.
(Ro 15:4)
Note that the Old Testament was written for our learning, that it provides patience and comfort, and as such can be a source of hope. This is especially true with the story of Job, to whom James referred when seeking to instill patience (cf. Ja 5:10-11). Because the Book of Job is so often neglected, yet presents a valuable lesson and is so highly praised by even people of the world, Christians should certainly take the time to study this portion of God's Word! (9:33; 33:23), and Jesus is one (1 Ti 2:5). Job confessed his faith in a Redeemer who would one day come (19:25) 2) To consider the challenge that Satan made concerning Job; would God have as much confidence in our faithfulness?
3) To appreciate the integrity of Job in the midst of his great suffering
SUMMARY
The first two chapters set the stage for the great controversy that will take place between Job and his friends, which is precipitated by a controversy between God and Satan. We are first introduced to Job in the land of Uz (likely Edom, SE of the Dead Sea, cf. Jer 25:20-21; Lam 4:21). A man of remarkable character, he was blessed with a large family and many possessions. As an example of his piety, mention is made of his sacrifices in behalf of his children (1:1-5).
We then learn of the controversy between God and Satan concerning Job. On an occasion when Satan came before the Lord, God asked him whether he had considered His faithful servant, Job. Satan responded with an attack on Job's character, that his fear of God was only because God blessed him. Satan then said that Job would curse God if everything he had was taken away. In response, God put all that Job had in Satan's power, with the exception of Job himself (1:6-12).
In one day, then, Job lost all his material possessions through various calamities. His sons and daughters, also, were killed when a great tornado destroyed the house in which they were partying. Though deeply grieved, Job worships God and does not charge Him with wrong (1:13-22).
When Satan appeared before God again, the Lord asked whether he had considered how Job had remained faithful despite his losses. Satan then made another challenge, saying that Job would curse God if he himself were harmed. God then allowed Satan power over Job, but only up to the point of actually taking his life. With such power, Satan strikes Job with painful boils (cf. 2:7-8; 7:5; 30:30) over his entire body. Job's wife lost what faith she might have had, and told him to curse God and die. Job, however, refuses to sin with his lips (2:1-10).
At this point, three of Job's friends (Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar) come to mourn and try to comfort him. However, they are shocked when they see Job (whom they did not recognize because of the boils), and sit dumbfounded for seven days and nights without a word in reaction to the magnitude of his grief (2:11-13 
Having sat in silence for seven days in the presence of his friends who had come to comfort him, Job finally speaks. In the form of a soliloquy, he begins by cursing the day of his birth and the night of his conception for failing to prevent his sorrow (3:1-10). He then bemoans why he did not die at birth or even be stillborn, for then at least he would be at rest, just like those who were great in their lifetime, or like those who had been oppressed (3:11-19 Bildad the Shuhite now steps in and rebukes Job for his strong words. Maintaining that God is just, he implies that Job's sons died because of their own transgressions, and if Job were only pure and upright he would be blessed by God. Appealing to wisdom of the ancients, he contends the wicked are without support, and that God will not cast away the blameless. If Job would only repent, God would fill him once again with laughter and rejoicing (8:1-22). Job basically agrees, but wonders who can really be righteous in God's sight in view of His wisdom and strength. He then complains of God's inaccessibility, and maintains his own integrity while concluding that God destroys the blameless along with the wicked. Feeling hopeless, Job bemoans the lack of a mediator between him and God. Once again, he gives free course to his complaint as he lashes out with more questions directed toward God (9:1-10:22).
Finally, Zophar the Naamathite enters the dialogue with his own rebuke of Job for his rash words. Indicating that Job has actually received less suffering than he deserves, he reproaches Job trying to search out the deep things of God. Instead, Job should be putting away iniquity and wickedness, for then he would abide in brightness, security and hope (11:1-20) . In response, Job chides his friends for their attempt to impart wisdom but succeeding only in mocking him. Affirming the wisdom of God, Job says the advice of his friends has been of little help. He calls them "forgers of lies" and "worthless physicians" who have only given him "proverbs of ashes" and "defenses of clay". Confident of his own integrity, Job again expresses his desire to speak with God to ask Him what he has done to deserve such suffering. Once again despairing of hope, he longs for death (12:1-14:22).
OUTLINE I. ELIPHAZ SPEAKS AND JOB RESPONDS (4:1-7:21)
A. THE COUNSEL OF ELIPHAZ (4:1-5:27) 1. Introductory remarks (4:1-6) a. Though he does not wish to weary Job, he cannot refrain from speaking b. Job has strengthened others in the past, now he needs strengthening c. Is Job not trusting in his own confidence and integrity? 2. Eliphaz's view: The innocent don't suffer, the wicked do (4:7-11) a. When have the innocent ever perished? b. But I have seen the wicked perish by the blast of God, just like the lions 3. In support of his view: Eliphaz appeals to a vision (4:12-21) a. A terrifying vision, in which he heard a voice b. A revelation that man cannot be more righteous than God c. If angels can be charged with error, how much more so men of clay? d. Note: Eliphaz is appealing to "subjective revelation" 1) His example shows the error of appealing to such to determine truth 2) "Nothing is more essential than testing experience by an objective standard of reality. When God has spoken concerning a matter, that is decisive for all the issues involved. His word must be the court of appeal for all thoughts, impressions, and views." (Newton Wray)
Eliphaz warns Job (5:1-7)
a. There is danger in the anger of a foolish man b. Such a one will see his sons crushed and his harvest depleted c. Affliction comes because man is born to trouble 5. Eliphaz directs Job (5:8-16) a. Seek God and commit your cause to Him b. For God does great things, catching the wise in their own craftiness, saving the needy and giving hope to the poor 6. Job reminded of God's blessings on those who accept His chastening (5:17-26) a. Happy is the man God corrects; don't despise His chastening b. God will make him whole, and protect him in times of trouble c. God will give him peace, many descendants, and long life --Eliphaz's conclusion: "This we have searched out; it is true. Hear it and know for yourself." (5:27) B. JOB'S REPLY (6:1-7:21) 1. He justifies his rash words (6:1-7) a. They are prompted by his heavy grief b. He is experiencing the poisonous arrows and terrors of the Almighty c. Animals don't complain when well fed; but food has become loathsome to him 2. He longs for death, while his integrity is still intact (6:8-13) a. He wishes that God would go ahead and crush him b. Then he would have some comfort in knowing that he had not concealed (or denied) the 
SUMMARY
The second cycle of speeches continue in the same format, with the three friends speaking and Job responding to each one in turn. The speeches are shorter, and it appears their tempers are becoming short as well. Eliphaz begins with an attack on Job, ridiculing his wisdom. Like Bildad, he too appeals to the wisdom of others as he repeats his main thesis: suffering comes to the wicked, therefore Job must be wicked (15:1-35). Job's response to Eliphaz begins with a reproach of his friends as "miserable comforters". Job continues to view his suffering as an attack by God for reasons unknown to him. Wishing there was someone who could plead for him, he cries out for relief as he resumes his complaint. With no wisdom from his friends, he is losing hope for anything in this life but death (16:1-17:16).
Bildad angrily wonders "how long" will Job keep speaking this way, and why does he regard his friends as beasts and stupid? In what appears as an attempt to get Job to confess he is a sinner, Bildad provides a lengthy description of the suffering of the wicked (18:1-21). Job responds by asking "how long" would they continue to torment him? While they accuse him of being a great sinner, they have yet to point out his errors. As Job resumes directing his complaint to God, he bewails his loneliness and abandonment by friends and family. And yet, while Job feels God is treating him as an enemy, he affirms his faith in a Redeemer who would one day stand on the earth and in seeing God after his death (19:1-29).
Zophar speaks in what will be his last contribution to this "great debate". While he offers little that is really new to the discussion, he does describe the short-lived triumph of the wicked, to whom the sweetness of sin becomes a bitter curse and whom God will sweep away into darkness. The only problem is that like his friends, he assumes that such is always the case in this life (20:1-29). Job's rebuttal provides examples in which some wicked do prosper in this life, and die an easy death. Therefore his friends' words have proven to be empty and without comfort (21:1-34).
OUTLINE I. ELIPHAZ SPEAKS AND JOB RESPONDS (15:1-17:16)
A. ELIPHAZ'S REBUTTAL (15:1-35) a. Whether he speaks or remain silent, there is no relief b. God is wearing him out, shriveling him up, gnashing at him c. God has turned him over to the ungodly, who gape at him and strike him reproachfully d. God has shattered him, shaken him, and broken him with wound upon wound 3. He hopes his cry will be heard (16:18-22) a. That it not be buried in the dust of the earth, that it be seen in heaven b. Scorned by his friends, his eyes pour out tears to God c. He wished there was one who would plead for him with God, for he knows his time is short 4. Job asks for relief (17:1-5) a. He is broken, the grave is ready for him, and mockers are with him b. His friends have no understanding, can't God help him? 5. He resumes his complaint (17:6-9) a. He is despised by others, even as he grows weaker b. Upright men are astonished by him, the innocent are stirred up against the hypocrite (is Job saying that is how they view him?) c. The righteous holds to his way, and those with clean hands become stronger and stronger (perhaps Job is referring here to his friends, and speaking with sarcasm) 6. With no wisdom from his friends, he is losing hope (17:10-16) a. His days are past, his plans are broken, and all his friends can do is say "the light is near" when all is dark b. If death and the grave is all that lies ahead, where is his hope? a. It will be like the poison of cobras, making him vomit b. What he has gained through oppression, he will not be able to enjoy 3. God will sweep away the wicked into darkness (20:20-29) a. The wicked will not be at peace, his well-being will not last b. God's anger will come upon him, like an iron weapon c. Losing all, terror and darkness is the portion God has appointed for the wicked 
II. BILDAD SPEAKS AND JOB RESPONDS (

17) While suffering, in what three things does Job affirm his faith? (19:25-29)
-That his Redeemer lives and will one day stand on the earth (i.e., the Messiah) -That after death he will in his flesh see God (i.e., the Resurrection) -That there will be a judgment (i.e., the Judgment Day) To examine the conclusion of the "great debate", and the feeble efforts of Job's friends to convince him that he is deserving of his great suffering 2) To observe how Job maintains his claim to innocence while stating his complaint that God is not hearing him
18) As
SUMMARY
Eliphaz once again takes the initiative, rebuking Job for his claims of innocence. Accusing Job of great wickedness, for the first time he specifies sins of which he believes Job must be guilty to have suffered so greatly. Charging Job of cherishing wicked ways and trusting that God doesn't see it, Eliphaz ends with another appeal for Job to return to God that he might enjoy renewed prosperity (22:1-30). Job's response is to once again express his longing to find God so he can present his side. While maintaining his claims of integrity and how he has treasured God's words, he admits he is awed by God's dealings. He wonders why the wicked often sin with impunity, but then says what he thinks should and will eventually happen to them. He concludes his response to Eliphaz with a challenge to show him where he has spoken falsely (23:1-24:25).
Bildad's third speech is short, adding little. Speaking briefly of God's greatness, he posits how anyone can be righteous before God (25:1-6). Job replies with questions which imply that he considers Bildad's counsel to have been of no help. Perhaps to illustrate how they have not been much help, Job demonstrates his own ability to describe God's greatness (26:1-14).
Zophar remains silent in this third cycle of speeches, so Job continues with his discourse. Though he feels that God has taken away his justice and made his soul bitter, he refuses to accept his friends' counsel and maintains his innocence. He accuses them of nonsense and describes what God will do with the wicked (27:1-23). Job then says where true wisdom is to be found, that it comes from God Who has revealed it to man (28:1-28). As his words draw near to their end, Job recounts how it was in the past when he blessed by God and respected by men (29:1-25). In contrast, the present finds him being mocked by others, suffering in pain, with God not answering his plea to be heard (30:1-31). He concludes by listing various sins, which if he had committed them, he agrees he would have been guilty of punishment. In this way he again maintains his claim to innocence and not deserving his great suffering (31:1-40). For Job and his three friends, this ends the "Great Debate".
OUTLINE I. ELIPHAZ SPEAKS AND JOB RESPONDS (22:1-24:25)
b. If the moon and stars pale in God's sight, how much more man, who is no more than a maggot or worm in comparison to God B. JOB'S REPLY (26:1-31:40) 1. He declares that Bildad's counsel has been worthless (26:1-4) a. Bildad (and the others) have not helped him b. Have they been speaking to someone with no wisdom? 2. He demonstrates his own ability to describe the greatness of God (26:5-14) a. By depicting God's greatness over the dead, and over the creation b. Such greatness is but the "mere edges" of God's ways c. No one can understand the true greatness of His power 3. As he continues his discourse, he maintains his integrity (27:1-10) a. Though God has taken away his justice, and made his soul bitter b. He will not speak wickedly, but he still claims innocence c. He knows that there is no hope for the wicked or hypocrite 4. He will teach his friends what God will do to the wicked (27:11-23) a. As a rebuke to his friends for what they have said to him b. The families of the wicked will suffer the consequences c. The wealth of the wicked will be consumed by others d. God will eventually remove the wicked from his place 5. He gives a discourse on the true source of wisdom (28:1-28) a. Precious minerals may found through diligent mining b. But true wisdom and understanding comes only from God, who has declared it unto man 6. As he continues his discourse, he recalls the good days of his past (29:1-25) a. When God watched over him, and blessed him b. When he had the respect of others, and administered justice for the poor, the fatherless, the widow, the blind and lame c. When he looked to the future with hope d. When others kept silence to hear his counsel, and he was like a king 7. He then reflects upon his present condition (30:1-31) a. He is now mocked by the sons of those he once disdained b. His is now their "taunt-song", their byword, as they abuse him c. He bemoans his agony and the treatment he feels the Lord has given him d. Would God not remember how he wept for others in trouble? e. But all he sees is evil and days of affliction 8. 19) List the things that Job says would make him deserving of God's punishment (31:1-40) -Walking with falsehood, or hastening to deceit -Heart enticed by a woman, or lurking at his neighbor's door -Despising the cause of his servants when they complained against him -Keeping the poor from their desire -Causing the eyes of the widow to fail -Eating morsels so that the fatherless could not eat of it -Seeing anyone perish for lack of clothing, or the poor without covering -Failing to help the fatherless when it was in his power -Making gold his hope and confidence; rejoicing over his great wealth -Worshipping the sun or moon 
